NEXT EVENT —ANNUAL PICNIC
Wednesday, June 25th, 2025
11:15 AM at

Gateway Pavilion, Vasona Lake Park
333 Blossom Hill Rd., Los Gatos, CA
The Picnic starts at 11:15 am.

Please check the flyer enclosed in this
newsletter, or check at the back of the last
Issue of the newsletter on the website.

IN MEMORIAM: Our deepest sympathy
to the families and loved ones of Karen
Braddock (member since 2013), Louise
Detwiler (member since 1993), Harvey
Fisher (member since 1950), Harvey Incerpi
(member since 1995), Michael McGee
(Member since 1997), Frank Rivas (member
since 1989), Pedro Silva (member since
1992), Barbara Walker (member since
2011), Phyllis Williams (member since
1950).

They will truly be missed.

-

A VERY WARM WELCOME TO
OUR NEW MEMBERS!

ollowing are the names of new
members — John Llamas, Valerie
Speranza

Welcome Everyone!

FROM YOUR BOARD:

THE BOARD HELD A MEETING
ON APRIL 9.

The proposed budget was discussed and
approved for presentation for a vote of the
membership.
The revised Chapter Bylaws were reviewed
and approved for presentation for a vote of the
membership.
Headquarters has agreed to scan our historic
photos and documents. We will eventually be
adding them to our website.
Headquarters is willing to send out any “save
the date” postcards that we might want.
We considered other locations and lunch
options for an occasional change from China
Stix. There are some possibilities.
We discussed having our holiday event at a
different restaurant. (Update: Three Flames
has been reserved!)
We decided, based on member suggestions, to
provide self-written name tags for people who
would like to use them.
Based on how well this meeting went, we
agreed to change our board meeting days from
just before membership meeting to the
Wednesday week before. It will give us more
time to cover the agenda and we won’t feel
rushed to get to the membership meeting.



FROM MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS:
THE LAST MEETING WAS HELD ON
APRIL 30th

e We had 59 members present, one new
member and two members coming to the
meeting for the first time.

e Our guest speaker was County of Santa
Clara Benefits Director Rhonda Schmidt.

e The annual budget was approved by the
membership.

e The revised Chapter Bylaws were approved
by the membership.

e We currently have 1,834 members.

e A reminder that handouts from speakers are
posted on our website with the newsletters.
People who receive mailed newsletters do
not get these handouts.

e We have open positions for secretary,
speaker coordinator and Sargeant-at-arms.

e Headquarters provided us with a tall banner
and a tabletop sign that we can use at our
meetings and events.

COB Plan is added to eligible plans. On the positive
side, several more representatives have been added to
Benefits. When you contact your representative via
email, please also copy Retirement@esa.sccgov.org
The email for your rep is their First name dot Last
name at esa.sccgov.org Reps are:

Melinda Lum (408-970-2618) for last names A, B,
V,Q

Michele Dallara (408-970-2615) for last names E, H,
I, M

Crystal Nicolas (408-970-2613) for last names C, G,
P, X

Rosalinda De La Cerda (408-970-2623) for last
names K, L, N, W, Y

Angela Chiprez (408-970-2662) for last names D, O,
S, U

Rosie Moreno (408-970-2677) for last names F, J, R,
T,Z

And a reminder that if you receive the Medicare B
Premium Reimbursement, you can send your annual
letter of proof of amount to your rep via email if you
wish.

Due to the change to a calendar year, we are
inviting Rhonda Schmidt back to inform us of changes
and open enrollment towards the end of the year.
Since this will happen after our October meeting, we
are anticipating a Zoom meeting for this. Stay tuned!

BENEFITS CHANGES

ur County Benefits Director Rhonda

Schmidt made her annual presentation

to us about changes in our benefits.
Although we receive this information by mail,
her talk is always anticipated and well attended.
She provided a handout of her slide presentation
and a sheet of the Retiree Medicare B Premium
Reimbursement Rates, July 1,2025 through
December 31, 2025. There are several big
changes this year. The first is that we are
changing to a calendar year plan. Mid-plan
year rate changes by Kaiser and Valley Health
Plan mean that some people may want to
consider changing plans, and so the County is
holding a special enrollment opportunity from
May 1-31 for Kaiser and VHP enrollees. Also,
VHP Classic Medicare Plan is now removed
from eligible plans. Health Net PPO Medicare

ANNUAL PICNIC AT VASONA

ave you sent in your sign-up form yet?

Enclosed in this newsletter is another flyer in

case you haven’t. Note that we have lowered
costs for this event to just $15 for members and $20
for guests. We will have BBQ from Armadillo
Willy’s, perhaps some county officials, and plenty of
gift cards to distribute to lucky ticket-holders. Come
find out who will be announced as our Volunteer of
the Year! Come visit with friends at one of our
favorite County parks. It’s all happening on June 25,
2025 and celebrates sixty years of a very successful
Chapter 031.

Please contact our president Rosemary Knox

(contact info on the back of this newsletter) if you can
help with set-up, clean-up, or cookie pick-up.



NEWS ABOUT OUR
HOLIDAY EVENT

e have reserved a room at Three
Flames for our holiday event! Save
the date: Wednesday December 3",

We are just now finalizing the menu, and there
will be plenty of choices at the buffet table.
When we have held events at Three Flames in
the past the feedback has been very positive.
Watch for a flyer in upcoming newsletters.

SCAMS

ue to several requests, we are

presenting yet another reminder about

scams. It is very upsetting to think that
someone is trying to trick you. But to
fraudsters your feelings don’t matter. They are
just after your money, nothing personal. But to
us it IS personal, and annoying, and infuriating,
and hurtful, and embarrassing, and can be
financially devastating.

The tactics haven’t changed all that much,
but the cleverness has kept up to date with the
latest technologies like Artificial Intelligence
and social media manipulation. The time-tested
tactics are: something to scare you (like a
deadline by which you must do something),
something to appeal to your desire to obtain
something, and something to appeal to your
good nature to help someone.

We Board members have even received
requests from our “treasurer” and our
“president,” asking to help obtain gift cards. Of
course, we’d like to help out. But of course, it’s
odd that we hadn’t discussed anything about it
in our meetings. So, of course, we checked
with each other. Yep, a scam. And they are
very good at “spoofing” the person’s email to
look like it came from them, for example a
susan dot net when it should be a susan dot
com. Until recently, you could usually tell a
fake sender. Now, you have to be extra careful.

Some recent ones to watch out for (taken
from Bank of America online):

Investment scams, "They guaranteed a
quick return." There's no such thing. Always
research investment opportunities before
sharing your information.

Social media scams "It seemed like such a
great deal." Deals on social media may offer
fake goods or be too good to be true. Slow
down, and do your research.

Tech support scams "They needed access to
'fix' my computer.” Be cautious. Don't share
security codes, passwords or account
information. We'll never contact you to ask for
those.

In addition, lately there has been a rise in toll
scams, social media-based investment scams,
failed package delivery scams, and “a company
you do business with is providing a refund for
an overpayment” scams. Also, there are more
sophisticated loneliness/romance scams.

Many companies appreciate being told you
received a scam using their name. Bottom line:
when you receive a request of any type,
pause...know what to look for..and verify. If
not sure, run it by someone you know and trust.
Never reply or engage, even though you might
want to tell them off. And, if it does happen,
know that you are not alone...each one of us
can be tricked in some way or another,
especially during times of increased stress and
upsetting news.

NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
Wednesday, July 30", 2025 at 12:30 pm
At China Stix. 2110 EIl Camino Real,
Santa Clara, CA 95050. The Door opens
at 11:15 am and lunch is served at 11:30.
For more information please check the
flyer enclosed in this newsletter, or check
on the back part of the posted newsletter
on the website.
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Premium Rates

e Mid- Plan Year rate changes by Kaiser and Valley Health Plan
(VHP) as part of the transition to a calendar year plan year:

» Kaiser non-Medicare — 5.59%
» Kaiser Senior Advantage - 15.53%
* VHP for all plans —15.75%





















County of Santa Clara
Retiree Medicare B Premium Reimbursement Rates
July 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025

3

Kaiser Senior Advantage Plan - retiree only

Kaiser Under 65 premium rate: $1,051.70

Kaiser Senior Advantage premium rate over 65: - $479.20

Medicare B reimbursement up to a maximum of: $572.50
Valley Health Plan HMO Preferred Network Medicare Plan - retiree only

Kaiser Under 65 premium rate: $1,051.70

VHP HMO Preferred Network premium rate over 65: - $831.11

Medicare B reimbursement up to a maximum of: $220.59
Valley Health Plan HMO Classic Network Medicare Plan - retiree only

Kaiser Under 65 premium rate: $1,051.70

VHP HMO Preferred Network premium rate over 65: -$1,111.48

No Medicare B reimbursement; no funds available. ($ 59.78)

Health Net POS Medicare Plan - retiree only

Kaiser Under 65 premium rate: $1,051.70

Health Net POS premium rate over 65: - $867.95

Medicare B reimbursement up to a maximum of: $183.75
Health Net PPO Medicare COB Plan - retiree only

Kaiser Under 65 premium rate: $1,051.70

Health Net PPO COB premium rate over 65: - $1,008.03

Medicare B reimbursement up to a maximum of: $43.67
Health Net Seniority Plus - retiree only

Kaiser Under 65 premium rate: $1,051.70

Health Net Seniority Plus premium rate over 65: - $750.35

Medicare B reimbursement up to a maximum of: $301.35

Notes:

Medicare B reimbursement is paid on a quarterly basis at the end of the month following the end of the
quarter:

Jan., Feb., March is paid at the end of April

April, May, June is paid at the end of June (early because of the end of the fiscal year)

July, Aug., Sept,. is paid at the end of October

Oct., Nov., Dec. is paid at the end of January

Retirees can arrange for direct deposit of their quarterly Medicare reimbursement into a banking account
of their choice by contacting the Employee Benefits Department at (408) 970-2600.

Premium rate contributions and Medicare B reimbursement amounts are subject to change each calendar
year. Not all medical plans are eligible for reimbursement.

Retirees who retired on or before December 5, 1983 receive the actual amount paid for Medicare B.

04/15/2025 - rschmidt



When:
Where:

Cost:

RPEA - LOCAL CHAPTER 031
ANNUAL PICNIC

Wednesday June 25, 2025 @ 11:15 a.m.

Gateway Pavilion at Vasona Lake Park

333 Blossom Hill Road
Los Gatos, CA 95032

Cost: Early Bird Special through June 14" - $15.00 per member,
$20 per guest.
June 15" to 21 - $20.00 per guest/member

Lunch includes a variety of meats and side dishes from Armadillo Willy’s. Soda, water and dessert
will also be provided.

Complete the form below and mail to Brian Mark, 800 Blossom Hill Road Unit M250, Los Gatos CA

95032
Payment must be received no later than June 21"
Please also list the name(s) of your guest(s).
Amount Paid:
(cut here and send the form with your check)

PLEASE PRINT
Name # Attending__
Guest Name Guest Name
Address
City State Zip Phone

Amount Enclosed: $

Make checks payable to RPEA Chapter 031
Cost of entry into the park is $6.00 if you do not have a pass.
We encourage members to carpool.
Mark your calendar — we are unable to provide reminder calls to attendees.
SORRY - NO REFUNDS EXCEPT DUE TO CANCELLATION OF EVENT




RETIRED PUBLIC EMPLOYEES’ ASSOCIATION RPEA

(RPEA)
P. O. Box 111865 — Campbell, CA 95011-1865 Rosema;ry Knox
Chapter Website: www.rpea-31santaclaraco.org President
Headquarters Website: www.rpea.com Chapter 031

July 30%", 2025

The July 30", 2025 meeting will be held at China Stix Restaurant, 2110 EI Camino Real, Santa Clara, CA
95050.

Each attendee must pay $25.00 in advance for lunch. The menu will be Pork Pot Stickers, Chinese
Chicken Salad, Honey Pecan Prawns, Garlic Fish, Shanghai Spareribs, Broccoli Beef, Orange
Chicken, String Beans Western Style, Combination Chow Mein, B.B.Q. Pork Fried Rice, Tea, and
Water (they do not serve coffee). Each dish will be placed on a Lazy Susan at the tables and attendees
can serve themselves.

In order to provide a count of attendees to China Stix a $25 payment for each attendee must be
received no later than July 30th, 2025. No late payments will be accepted, no payments will be accepted
at the China Stix Restaurant on the day of the meeting and there will be no refunds. NO EXCEPTIONS.
We cannot accommodate those who choose to attend the meeting only.

Doors open at 11:15 a.m. Food will be served at 11:30 noon

Complete the form below and send with payment to Brian Mark, 800 Blossom Hill Road, Unit M250,
Los Gatos, CA 95032 no later than July 23rd, 2025. Make payment out to RPEA Chapter 031.

Sincerely,

Chapter 031 Board Members

Please Print

Name # Attending

Name Phone #
(Please list all persons included in your payment)

Make checks payable to RPEA Chapter 031 and mail to
Brian Mark, 800 Blossom Hill Road Unit M250, Los Gatos, CA 95032
Payment must be received no later than July 23nd, 2025.
No late payments accepted
No payments allowed at China Stix on the day of meeting
Sorry, no refunds

Please do not arrive before 11:15 a.m.
Meeting Date: July 30'", 2025
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